Health and the census
AGE RANGE Years 3 and 4
TIME 45 - 60 mins (or 2 x 30 mins)
CURRICULUM LINKS
Areas of learning and experience
Humanities (History and Geography)
Languages, literacy and communication
Mathematics and numeracy
Cross-curricular skills
Digital
competence

Literacy

Numeracy

Interacting and collaborating
Storing and sharing

•

Speaking
Collaborative talk

•

Learning that statistics represent data and that probability
models chance helps us make informed inferences
and decisions
• Representing data
• Interpreting data

INTRODUCTION
This Let’s Count! 2022 lesson is part of
a set of ﬁve new lesson plans from the
Oﬃce for National Statistics (ONS).
It uses Census 2021, a signiﬁcant
real-life event, as a stimulus. Together,
these ﬁve lessons aim to help improve
literacy, numeracy and humanities.
They follow on from the 14 lessons
developed for the award-winning Let’s
Count! 2021. These lessons are all still
available to download on the website
www.letscount.org.uk.

Health and the census
All 19 lessons will take children on a journey from collecting the data in 2021 to
publishing the results in 2022. The ONS is running this education programme again so
children can continue to learn about the importance of the census and the statistics it
produces. This can show the nation’s future doctors, teachers and even statisticians how
the census supports local services, as well as equality, inclusion and representation.
The ONS has been working on turning the information collected from Census 2021
into published statistics, which is a big task.

LESSON OVERVIEW
The purpose of this lesson is for the children to learn how the census helps the NHS
to make decisions about how to care for us.
The children will create mind maps, tables and graphs to share what they discover.
LEARNING INTENTIONS
To develop an awareness of the census and how we can use it to make decisions about
our health and wellbeing.
To analyse data.
To discuss what the data tells us about the health and welfare of diﬀerent areas.
KEY VOCABULARY
Census, survey, population, question, data.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED
The teacher’s guide to using Nomis to ﬁnd census data for your school’s
local area.
•

Select ‘Find local census data’ on the Let’s Count! website.
•

•

•

The ‘Local Area report’ to search for census data ahead of your lesson
and pull together a sheet of facts, related to your school area, for
the class.
Paper, pencils, pens, rulers and optional squared paper.
Computers or tablets if you want the children to search the
data themselves.

You can download this lesson plan and the accompanying PowerPoint
presentation slides from the Let’s Count! website, www.letscount.org.uk.
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2020 will be remembered for many years as the year when the coronavirus (COVID-19)
caused a worldwide pandemic. The National Health Service (NHS) had to respond
quickly to look after those with this new virus. The Oﬃce for National Statistics (ONS)
played a key role in reporting data to the country, to help control the spread of
the pandemic.
Before the NHS was created, patients were generally
required to pay for their own healthcare.
Explain that the NHS was created on 5 July 1948 and
before then patients were required to pay for all
their healthcare.
The government minister for health at the time was
called Aneurin "Nye" Bevan. He launched the NHS,
to provide good, strong and reliable healthcare
for everyone.
The ﬁrst NHS hospital was in Manchester, it was
called Park Hospital and is now called Traﬀord
General Hospital. There is a short clip from the NHS
detailing the opening of Park Hospital. You could play
this clip to the children (up to 1 minute 42 seconds).
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06cb7sj
The census ﬁrst asked questions about our health in
1971. Display the questions asked from 1971 until
the most recent in 2021.
Reveal the questions asked in Census 2021 and ask
the children to brainstorm why they think these
questions might be asked now. Draw out how this
enables the government to understand the health
needs of the people in each area. Ask how this
ensures there are enough hospitals and medical
centres in the areas where they are most needed.
1. Show the bar chart for Salisbury on the accompanying PowerPoint and see how the
population has almost doubled between 1911 and 2011, from about 20,000 to 40,000.
Ask children what they notice about the other bars? They should be able to identify
that all the bars are longer in 2011, but, in particular, the bar for the 65-and-over
category has increased the most. Why do they think this might be?
2. Show the bar chart for Merthyr Tydﬁl and see how the population
has almost halved between 1911 and 2011, from about 80,000
to 45,000.
Show the news headline from the Year 5/6 lesson, showing
the loss of the mining industry.
Ask children what they notice about the other bars? They should
be able to identify that apart from the over-65 bar, the rest of the
bars are shorter in 2011. Whereas the bar for the 65-and-over
category has increased. Why do they think this might be?

Health and the census
3. Now consider what this means for your area? Look at the census data and draw out
the age data for your school’s area.
What facilities might the population near your school need to keep healthy?
For example, where is the nearest hospital? How many medical centres might there
need to be? Are there enough doctors?
Where can people go to keep ﬁt and healthy? For example, health clubs, gyms,
parks, football pitches, tennis courts, etc.
Children can use maps of your local area to see where the local health and ﬁtness
amenities currently are.

4. Design a new town. What facilities would you want to put in it? Children could make
a class survey to identify which facilities they would like the most.
5. Refer back to the questions asked in Census 2021. What questions would you want
to ask to help inform the NHS for the next census?
6. Finally, introduce the children to the
Census 2021 lesson ‘NHS and the census’,
which looks at two nurses, Mary Jane
Seacole and Florence Nightingale.
As well as being a nurse, Florence
Nightingale was also a statistician.
It was both her nursing and
statistical background that allowed
her to pioneer hygiene practices
in hospitals.

