Lesson 12: Let’s count our local area, part 2
AGE RANGE Primary
TIME 1 - 2 hours
CURRICULUM LINKS
KS1 and KS2: Geography, art and design, maths (year 6)
Early Years: Communication and language, understanding the world, expressive arts
and design
INTRODUCTION
In our previous lessons, we’ve learnt how important the census is to help the government,
local business and charites know what the population is doing today, so that they can
plan for the future. In Let’s count our local area, part 1, we carried out our own censuses
by counting a variety of things in our local area.
This is a whole school activity which follows Part 1 of this lesson. In this activity, your
children can create a colourful wall display, including charts, graphs and pictures, of the
items counted on Let’s Count! Day. You can take photos of this display and enter the Let’s
Count! competition. Remember – you could win £1000 worth of equipment for your
school! Please see the Let’s Count! website (www.letscount.org.uk) for more information.
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LESSON OVERVIEW
This lesson follows Let’s count our local area, part 1. In this lesson, the children will
examine the results of their survey from their previous lesson, and, using these, will
explore the geography of the area local to their school. They will learn about signiﬁcant
buildings, landmarks and the local environment.
The children will make observations about the area now and in the past, linking this to
the census data.
Following this activity, they will create models or pictures to create a whole school display.
Then upload a photo of the display onto the Let’s Count! website (www.letscount.org.uk)
and remember – you could win a prize of £1,000 of equipment for your school!
LEARNING INTENTIONS
To make observations about the geography of our local area.
To create artworks based on our local area.
KEY VOCABULARY
Geography, landmarks, observation, survey

YOU WILL NEED
• The teacher’s guide to using the Nomis website to ﬁnd census data
for your school’s local area. (You may want to search the census data
in the ‘Local Area report’ ahead of your lesson and pull together a
sheet of facts, related to your school area, for the class.)
•

You may want to gather your own research about the geography
and history of the local area in preparation for the lesson, for
example from local libraries and museums.

•

Map(s) of the local area.

•

Art materials.

You can download this lesson plan and the PowerPoint presentation
slides from the Let’s Count! website, www.letscount.org.uk.
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Key
Stage 1

Key
Stage 2

ACTIVITIES
CURRICULUM LINKS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
•
•

Geography
(KS1)

•

•

•

•

Geography
(KS2)

•

•

Art and
design (KS1
and KS2)

Collect, analyse, interpret and communicate data.
Understand geographical similarities and differences in data
related to time and place.
Use simple ﬁeldwork and observational skills to study the
geography of their school and its grounds and the key human
and physical features of its surrounding environment.
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical
features and key human features.
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical
features and key human features. Collect, analyse, interpret
and communicate data.
Understand geographical similarities and differences in data
related to time and place: begin to make connections to
settlement, land use and economic activity.
Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography
and human geography.
Collect, analyse, interpret and communicate data. Use a range
of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and
digital technologies.

Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording
their experiences.

1. Following their walk around the local area (on Let’s Count! Day), encourage the
children to talk about what they discovered. Ask them to discuss their emotional
responses to what they saw, and also to what they heard and smelled. Were there
places that they wanted to spend more or less time in? And why?
The children can share their ﬁndings with other classes.
Use any photos to prompt discussions. Discuss the differences
observed at different locations: what looked, sounded or smelled
different? Did they observe any similarities, and if so, what?
What about compared to other familiar places?
Does it smell different in sunshine or rain, in summer or winter,
in an urban or rural location? Discuss the possible reasons for
these differences.
You might talk about types of buildings, age of buildings, land use,
types and numbers of vehicles, features of physical geography,
including green spaces, and landscape: slopes, hills, rivers.
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Key
Stage 1

Key
Stage 2

ACTIVITIES
2. Ask the children to think about how things were different in the past or may be
different in the future. What would they like to see more (or less) of in the future?
Would that be the same for all sections of society? Use pictures, maps and ﬁlm from
the past to add to the observations and comparisons children can make.
Are there any counts the children would like to add?
Or anything the children would like to replace or remove?
Further discussions with the older children: Do they think a high bus count is a good
thing or a bad thing? It may be both or neither. Discussions might incorporate
themes such as pollution, climate change, accessibility, equality, safety. Encourage
and support children to give reasons for their point of view. If they saw litter on their
walk, whose responsibility is it to remove it?
3. Children could order the pictures into a timeline or group them into categories.
Place one image at each table and ask the children to move around the class, adding
comments or labels to the pictures. Ask them to order the pictures in terms of their
emotional response, what did they like or dislike. Ask each table to feedback to the
class. What about if they repeated the activity using role play? They could pretend to
be a shop manager, parent with a pushchair or toddler, cyclist, conservationist, town
planner, etc. How might it be different?
4. Look at a picture with the children and discuss what it tells them. In KS2, ask the
children if they think the picture is ‘fact’. Why or why not? Can the picture be used to
generate an opinion? Just as a writer has a purpose and audience in mind, so does
a photographer; this might be subconscious as we all tend to frame our images
positively. (For example, a picture of an empty road could lead us to say that the road
is quiet or perhaps it is a dead end and not very much traffic goes down it. But what
if we then are told that the picture is taken very early in the morning?) The idea is to
explore how far a picture can give us a full and factual view of the past or the present
and what opinions we might generate based on a single picture, with or without
contextual information. Ask the children to think about what the photographer
would see from the opposite direction.
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Key
Stage 1

Key
Stage 2

ACTIVITIES
5. Create models or paintings that show the features of the local area that the children
have observed. Take this opportunity to discuss what the area might look like in the
future. How quickly might these changes take place?
With the older KS2 years, perhaps years 5 and 6, consider the different buildings in
a high street or their local area. For example: they could categorise buildings as
residential industry/business or retail shops. If something is missing, it can still be
important. Explain to the children that the count of zero is important for data.
• If the children think something is missing, would they like it in the future?
• What would the children like to increase or decrease the number of?
• Will there be more or fewer cars in the future? Who is this good for?
Is it bad for anyone?
• Why are there more cars now than 20 years ago?
6. Children can then plot the artworks on a map to create a display of the area, showing
which places and buildings have changed over time. Draw a simple outline of the
main roads, paths and other features of the area you walked through. It does not
need to be detailed or be a printed map. The detail will be added as the children add
their artwork.
Children can then put their artwork onto the map. Alternatively, you could use a pin
and string to mark the place on the map and then put the models or pictures to the
sides of the map. Include your pictograms and bar charts to demonstrate how
different places vary.
7. Enter the Let’s Count! competition. Combine all the children’s artwork, charts, graphs
and maps to create a colourful whole school display, which can be entered into the
Let’s Count! competition. You can upload your main display photograph and up to
ﬁve supporting images from your Let’s Count! Day, plus an optional video.
Remember, your school could win £1,000 worth of equipment, and the winning
school will also announce the Census 2021 population of England and Wales
(please see the Let’s Count! website for more details)! The school council could be
ambassadors for this.
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Year 6

ACTIVITIES ADAPTED FOR YEAR 6
CURRICULUM LINKS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Maths

Pupils should consolidate their understanding of ratio when comparing
quantities, sizes and scale drawings by solving a variety of problems.

Children can use the data which they have gathered about objects they counted in their
local area to compare quantities, including looking at ratio.
Children could compare by saying that one quantity is more or less than it was and by
how much. They may also consider the rate that the quantity has increased by - looking
at the relationship multiplicatively. For example, they may look to see if the number
is twice as many, half as much again or a third as much again.
Children might create scale drawings or maps of areas near the school. These can
be added to the whole school display, and form part of the entry into the Let’s
Count! competition.
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EYFS

ACTIVITIES ADAPTED FOR EARLY YEARS
CURRICULUM LINKS:
Communication & Language, Understanding the world, Expressive Arts and Design.
Children, staff – and parents/carers! - can take a walk from the classroom.
Along the way, talk to the children about what you notice around you.
Discuss places that are familiar and places that are new to them.
As you walk, take photos and videos. Use these to inspire writing
and pictures to add to the school display.
Photos of the school display can be entered into the Let’s Count!
competition. Remember, your school could win £1,000 worth of
equipment (please see the Let’s Count! website for more details)!
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