
AGE RANGE Primary
TIME 1 – 2 hours
CURRICULUM LINKS
KS1 and KS2: Maths, History, Geography
Early Years: Communication & Language, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts
& Design

INTRODUCTION
The census takes place every 10 years. It counts people and households. It counts how many
people work in di�erent jobs. It counts the many di�erent ways people can go to work.
These counts are very important because it allows the government to plan for
important services, such as hospitals, housing and schools. In this lesson,
we’re going to carry out our own counts in our local area.

LESSON OVERVIEW
This is a whole school activity to explore the local area and get counting!

Select your special Let’s Count! Day at your school.

Let children and families know about the day in good time so that you
can gather as many volunteers as you might need!
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Let’s Count our Local Area, Part 1
Whole School Activity

LET’S WALK AND COUNT
Each class should take a 10 to 20 minute walk away from the school, heading in different 
directions, into the local area. If this is not possible from your school, you can use the 
school and any space you have around it and take a shorter walk.

LET’S RECORD OUR FINDINGS
On the walk, take photos and make observations 
about what you see.

You could link these to the census data and the 
local history you may have already explored in 
earlier lessons.

What will you count?

If you are able to walk into the local area you 
might count:
• Types of vehicles (for example: bicycles,
 cars, vans, buses, trams.)
• People
• Dogs/cats 
• Birds
• Types of buildings (houses, blocks of flats,
 offices, restaurants, etc.)
• Shops
• Trees
• Road signs

Pick any items which give a snapshot of your local 
area and which may vary in number from place to 
place. You could also count steps! Use the tables 
provided in the children’s leaflet and the 
PowerPoint slide.

You might decide to give each small group their 
own table to record results and then compare
the data when you return to the classroom. Any 
differences offer an opportunity to discuss why this 
might be the case and why counts might vary from 
place to place.

If you are only able to use the school and its 
surrounding space you could count windows, trees, 
plants or birds, for example. If you can see beyond 
the school, you might count vehicles, different 
types of buildings, people or dogs. If you are inside 
the school you might count chairs, tables, rooms, 
pencils or anything else that is in the building.

Counting could be multi-sensory. Children could 
also count items using sounds and smells. 
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The photos and observations from this activity will be useful for Lesson 
12, Let’s Count our Local Area, Part 2, when the children will contribute 
pictures and models to a whole school map of the area. Upload a photo 
or video of your map to the Let’s Count! website (www.letscount.org.uk) 
and you could win £1000 worth of equipment for your school!
Please see the Let’s Count! website for more information.

You can compare your counts with other classes and schools around
the specially-selected rehearsal areas.

The school council could be ambassadors for this.

BACK IN THE CLASSROOM
Make a pictogram or bar chart of the counts. Compare counts from different groups and 
discuss reasons for any differences. 
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HOME LEARNING PROJECT: OUR LOCAL HISTORY 

History Project
Set children and families a whole school home learning 
project to research the history of their home, street or 
area. Children could present their research in a film, 
photos, slides, a model, pictures or writing.

You can download this lesson plan and the PowerPoint 
presentation slides from the Let’s Count! website, 
www.letscount.org.uk.
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