
What can we learn from the census?
AGE RANGE Lower Key Stage 2
TIME 45 - 60 mins (or 2 x 30 mins)
CURRICULUM LINKS
Year 3 and Year 4: Maths, history, geography, computing

Maths

●  Interpret and present data using bar charts and tables. 
●  Solve one-step and two-step questions, using comparison,

sum and difference. For example, ‘How many more?’ and
‘How many fewer?’, using information presented in scaled
bar charts and tables.

History
●  Learn about significant historical events, people and places

in their own locality.

Geography
Key Stage 1

●  To describe and understand key aspects of human
geography, including types of settlement and land use. 

●  To use maps and photos to recognise landmarks, describe
features and understand how some of these aspects have
changed over time.

Computing ●  Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store,
manipulate and retrieve digital content. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

INTRODUCTION
This Let’s Count! 2022 lesson is part of a set of five 
new lesson plans from the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS). It uses Census 2021, a significant 
real-life event, as a stimulus. Together, these five 
lessons aim to help improve numeracy, history, 
geography and writing skills. They follow on from 
the 14 lessons developed for the award-winning 
Let’s Count! 2021. These lessons are all still 
available to download on the website 
www.letscount.org.uk.

https://letscount.org.uk/en/


What can we learn from the census?
All 19 lessons will take children on a journey from collecting the data in 2021 to 
publishing the results in 2022. The ONS is running this education programme again
so children can continue to learn about the importance of the census and the statistics
it produces. This can show the nation’s future doctors, teachers and even statisticians 
how the census supports local services, as well as equality, inclusion and representation.

The ONS has been working on turning the information collected from Census 2021 into 
published statistics, which is a big task.

LESSON OVERVIEW
The purpose of this lesson is for the children to learn what the census is. They can also 
use the Nomis website to explore data about their school, their local area and their 
homes from past censuses.

The children will create mind maps, tables and graphs to share what they discover.

LEARNING INTENTIONS
To develop an awareness of the census. 
To analyse data. 
To discuss what the data tells us about the history of our local area.

KEY VOCABULARY
Census, survey, population, question, data.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED
●  The teacher’s guide to using Nomis to find census data for your school’s local area. 

Select ‘Find local census data’ on the Let’s Count! website.
●  The ‘Local Area report’ to search for census data ahead of your lessons and pull 

together a sheet of facts, related to your school area, for the class.  
●  Paper, pencils, pens, rulers and optional squared paper. 
●  Computers or tablets if you want the children to search the data themselves.

You can download this lesson plan and the accompanying PowerPoint presentation 
slides from the Let’s Count! website, www.letscount.org.uk

  

https://letscount.org.uk/en/


What can we learn from the census?

The census is a count of all the people in England and Wales. It asks many questions, 
such as where people live, what jobs they do, which languages they speak, and how 
many cars they own. The census asks all these questions so that we know how many 
people there are in England and Wales. This helps the government make sure there are 
enough things that matter to us, like schools and hospitals, in the places where people 
will need them. That is why it is so important for all adults to fill in the census 
questionnaire. The last census was in March 2021. The Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) has been working on turning the information collected from the census into 
published statistics, which is a big task.

1. Start by giving children a quiz with questions relating to the history of the census. 
You can use the PowerPoint slides provided on the Let’s Count! website for this. The 
facts are chosen to provide an opportunity to link to the Victorians and Britain since 
the 1930s, with a question linked to the amenities, such as central heating. The 
questions are either true or false, or multiple choice. The answers are revealed on 
the following slide.

2. The children might benefit from looking at a timeline so they can go back from the 
most recent census to previous dates of the census. The example in the PowerPoint 
slide goes back to 1961, with some examples of key events that have happened 
during that time. However, you may wish to travel even further back to 1921 and 
research some of the other key events that have happened, for example the Second 
World War.



3. You could also look at what the census classed as expected amenities for each 
household by comparing the questions from the censuses between1951 and 2011. 
You can use the PowerPoint slides provided on the Let’s Count! website for this.
As the census looks at the different amenities, you may wish to brainstorm what 
amenities are. You can encourage the children to consider which features they
might expect to find in each of the rooms. For example, a kitchen could have a
fridge, cooker, microwave etc.

 You can draw attention to the fact that the 1951 census asked whether there was a 
piped water supply in your house. In the 1961 census, the only amenity questions 
related to water. You may also wish to ask them what they think a water closet is,
and why the census asks if it is in the building or attached to it. Equally, you may
wish to draw attention to the fact that in 2001 there were no questions about an 
outside toilet. Why might that be?

 Follow-up tasks could include:
●  filling in the amenities section for one of the earlier censuses, such as 1991
●  asking the children to find out about the amenities they have in their homes,

linked to the data handling cycle, and consider how they would collect and 
represent this data

  
  

●  planning questions to ask in the next census related to amenities.
 For example: 

●  what won’t we be asking about? 
●  what would be taken for granted? 
●  what might be asked about things like computers, burglar alarms with

cameras, etc.?  

 Additional Ideas
 You could compare locations using information about population numbers from

the census. You could also compare maps and photos of three different areas,
such as a:
●

 
 

  small village, like Bromyard, Padstow or Llanfyllin
●  medium town like Ipswich, Lowestoft, Poole, Holyhead or Barry
●  large city like Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester or Cardiff

 In 1991 what was the population in each area? 

 In 2011 what was the population in each area?

 Look at the maps of each area.
What is the same and what is different? 

 Look at the photos of each area.
What is the same and what is different? 
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