
What can we learn from the census?
AGE RANGE Year 2 with some additional notes for Year 1/EYFS
TIME 45 - 60 mins (or 2 x 30 mins)
CURRICULUM LINKS
Year 2: Maths, history,  geography, computing

Maths

●  Interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block
diagrams and simple tables.  

●  Ask and answer simple questions by counting the number
of objects in each category and sorting the categories
by quantity. 

 
 
●  Ask and answer questions about totalling and comparing

categorical data.

History
●  Learn about significant historical events, people and places

in their own locality.

Geography

●  Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human
features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house,
office, port, harbour and shop.

 
 
●  Use maps and photos to recognise landmarks.

Computing
●  Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store,

manipulate and retrieve digital content. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION
This Let’s Count! 2022 lesson is part of a set of five 
new lesson plans from the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS). It uses Census 2021, a significant 
real-life event, as a stimulus. Together, these five 
lessons aim to help improve numeracy, history, 
geography and writing skills. They follow on from 
the 14 lessons developed for the award-winning 
Let’s Count! 2021. These lessons are all still
available to download on the website 
www.letscount.org.uk.

https://letscount.org.uk/en/


What can we learn from the census?
All 19 lessons will take children on a journey from collecting the data in 2021 to 
publishing the results in 2022. The ONS is running this education programme again so 
children can continue to learn about the importance of the census and the statistics it 
produces. This can show the nation’s future doctors, teachers and even statisticians how 
the census supports local services, as well as equality, inclusion and representation.

The ONS has been working on turning the information collected from Census 2021
into published statistics, which is a big task.

LESSON OVERVIEW
The purpose of this lesson is for the children to learn what the census is. They can use
the website, Nomis, to explore data about their school, their local area and their
homes from past censuses.
The children will create mind maps, tables and graphs to share what they discover.

LEARNING INTENTIONS
To develop an awareness of the census. 
To analyse data. 
To discuss what the data tells us about the history
of our local area.

KEY VOCABULARY
Census, survey, population, question, data.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED
●  The teacher’s guide to using Nomis to find census data for your school’s local area.

Select ‘Find local census data’ on the Let’s Count! website.  
●  The ‘Local Area report’ to search for census data ahead of your lessons and pull

together a sheet of facts, related to your school area, for the class.  
●  Paper, pencils, pens, rulers and optional squared paper. 
●  Computers or tablets if you want the children to search the data themselves.

You can download this lesson plan and the accompanying PowerPoint presentation 
slides from the Let’s Count! website, www.letscount.org.uk 

https://letscount.org.uk/en/


What can we learn from the census?

The census is a count of all the people in England and Wales. It asks many questions, 
such as where people live, what jobs they do, which languages they speak, and how 
many cars they own. The census asks all these questions so that we know how many 
people there are in England and Wales. This helps the government make sure there are 
enough things that matter to us, like schools and hospitals, in the places where people 
will need them. That’s why it is so important for all adults to fill in the census 
questionnaire. The last census was in March 2021. The Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) has been working on turning the information collected from the census into 
published statistics, which is a big task.

1. Start by telling the children about the census. You can use the PowerPoint slides
provided on the Let’s Count! website for this. To help provide a context for the
children, you may wish to discuss why we take the attendance and dinner register
each day and the purpose behind this.

 
 
 

2. The children might want to look at photos and maps from when their school was
first built, compare them to now and consider, ‘What is the same and what
is different?’ If you are a new school, you could research a much older school.
For example, Millbank Primary School on Erasmus Street in London, which was
built in 1901 and has photos dating back to 1911 and current ones in 2022.

 
 
 
 

The differences they notice might include:
●  separate entrances for the boys and girls to enter by
●  a side gate to walk in through or no security system
●  playground equipment

The similarities they notice might include:
●  the ornate decoration from 1901, which

is still there  
●  the pointed roof and windows

 
 

3. Ask the children to design a school
for the future. What features
would it have and why?



4. Explain what a household is, there are photos on the PowerPoint, but you may wish
to change these with ones related to your own area.

Explore household data from the census from Nomis. You can find a teacher’s guide
to Nomis on the Let’s Count! Website, www.letscount.org.uk. See ‘Find local
census data’.

You could conduct your own survey related to the number of females and males
in the class or school and then compare this to past local census data.

You could look at the household age structure and the children could compare
this to the age structure related to the households in their class.

Ask the children to create tally charts or tables, pictograms
or block graphs to represent the data.

Tally Chart

Pictogram

Remember to include:
● a title for the graph
● labels for the different axes
● a key – either the scale or a different colour to represent

a different category
● questions to ask to interrogate the data

There is an example you could look at on the PowerPoint
slides, with some example questions you could ask.

5. Discuss how our homes have changed over time.
Explore ideas related to the history of the area.
You could compare photos of houses from 1911,
2011 and now and ask questions such as:
● what’s the same and what’s different?
● why are there differences?
● what do you think houses might look like in the future?

Children could design their own homes for the future.

6. Show census data related to the size of the household
and ask children to come up with their own questions
for a census.

For example:
● how many windows?
● colour of the front door?
● number of stairs?
● whether they own a car, van etc.?
● how they travel to school?

Ask the children to create tally charts
or tables, pictograms or block
graphs to represent the data.

Pie Chart

What can we learn from the census?

Bar Chart

https://letscount.org.uk/en/


What can we learn from
the census?

EYFS Year 1

ACTIVITIES FOR EYFS AND YEAR 1

INTRODUCTION
The census is a count of all the people in England and Wales. It asks many questions, 
such as where people live, what jobs they do, which languages they speak and how 
many cars they own. The census asks all these questions so that we know how many 
people there are in England and Wales. This helps the government make sure there are 
enough things that matter to us, like schools and hospitals, in the places where people 
will need them. That’s why it is so important for all adults to fill in the census 
questionnaire. The last census was in March 2021. The Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) has been working on turning the information collected from the census into 
published statistics, which is a big task.

1. Start by telling the children about the census. You can use the PowerPoint slides
provided on the Let’s Count! website for this www.letscount.org.uk. 

 To help provide a context for the children, you may wish to discuss why we take the
attendance and dinner register each day and the purpose behind this. 

2. Discuss how the census also looks at the different ways we travel to work and school.
Children can make tally charts and tables to collect the information about their class.
They could represent the information as a pictogram, putting a picture of themselves
in the correct column, or as a 3D block graph using Unifix cubes.

 
 
 

Tally Chart

http://www.letscount.org.uk
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