
Lesson 4: Time Travel Detectives
AGE RANGE Primary
TIME 1 – 2 hours
CURRICULUM LINKS
Areas of Learning and Experience: Languages, literacy and communication; Humanities; 
Expressive arts
Cross-curriculum responsibilities: Literacy

INTRODUCTION
The census gives us a picture of the past by providing a snapshot of the nation and our 
local area every 10 years. By gathering the same information from every household in the 
country every decade, we can see how life in the UK is changing – from the jobs people
do, to the number of people living in each house in a particular area. We can add more 
detail to this picture through our own research and discover the personal stories, events 
and changes that have occurred in our local area.



2

Time Travel Detectives

LESSON OVERVIEW
In this lesson children will learn about significant
historical events, people and places in their local
area. They will use this learning to create artworks, 
reports and letters from the past.

LEARNING INTENTIONS
To learn about our local history.
To create artworks which express our ideas. 
To write a text that draws on our local history.

KEY VOCABULARY
Local, Historical, History

YOU WILL NEED
• The teacher’s guide to using Nomis to find past census data for your school’s local area.

• Local history information: from your local library, local museum, your school library
 or found through other research. Please see useful links on Page 4.

• Art materials for the artworks you decide to create.

You can download this lesson plan and the PowerPoint presentation slides from the
Let’s Count! website, www.letscount.org.uk.
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Time Travel Detectives
ACTIVITIES

CURRICULUM LINKS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1. Begin by discovering what the children know
 about the local area. Do they know anything
 about the history of the local area already?
 They might know about local landmarks,
 areas of interest or well-known local people.

2. Learn about the community in the past by
 exploring the census data from a given year.
 You might decide to ask all year groups to
 look at the same year so that learning can
 be shared across classes in mixed year
 group activities.

3. You may decide to visit the local library or
 museum to extend the learning and find the
 answers to children’s questions. Research the
 history of the local area using photos, videos
 or artefacts. You could set this as a home
 learning task if that will work for your class.

4. Once the children have a confident grasp
 of an aspect of local history, use this as a
 stimulus for a further activity:
 Languages, literacy and communication:
 Write a letter in role as someone from
 the past.
 Languages, literacy and communication:
 Research events, people or locations of
 importance in the local area to create a
 report (written, photographic, audio,
 animation, video) about the local history.
 Expressive Arts: Create now and then
 paintings of familiar places – school, the park,
 the high street or of people – using photographs
 or paintings from the past. Use sketch books
 to explore ideas, scale and composition. 

• Languages, literacy and communication.
• Humanities.
• Expressive arts.

Literacy and 
Numeracy 
Framework

Literacy / Writing across the curriculum / Organising ideas and 
information / Meaning, purposes, readers; Structure and organisation.

Areas of 
Learning and 
Experience

Years
1- 6
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Time Travel Detectives
ACTIVITIES ADAPTED FOR YEAR 6

CURRICULUM LINKS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

• Languages across the curriculum.
• Expressive arts.

Literacy and 
Numeracy 
Framework

• Literacy / Writing across the curriculum / Organising ideas and
 information / Meaning, purposes, readers.
• Literacy / Writing across the curriculum / Language; Grammar.

Areas of 
Learning and 
Experience

Explore documents from the past related to 
the local area. Use these to draw inferences, 
explore vocabulary and sentence structures, 
dialect that may be unfamiliar.

Languages, literacy and communication: 
After learning about our local history, write a 
letter in the role of someone from the past or 
write to someone in the past about life today.

Expressive Arts: Create paintings or 
sculptures of places in the local area in the 
past. Create clay models of people from the 
past in settings from the past.

Nomis
To search local data from past censuses (see Lesson 1 for more guidance) 
www.nomisweb.co.uk/

1841 Blaenavon Census
https://museum.wales/childrenoftherevolution/work/resources/1841census/

2011 Census: Key Statistics for England and Wales
www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestim
ates/bulletins/2011censuskeystatisticsforenglandandwales/2012-12-11

More information on historical Census records at the National Archives
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/census-records/

Francis Frith 
Photos, maps, memories & books of 26,150 UK places.
www.francisfrith.com/

Local Histories
Contacts for local history societies, libraries and archives.
www.local-history.co.uk/

USEFUL LINKS

Year 6

https://museum.wales/childrenoftherevolution/work/resources/1841census/
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/2011censuskeystatisticsforenglandandwales/2012-12-11#key-points)
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/census-records/
https://www.francisfrith.com/
http://www.local-history.co.uk/
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Time Travel Detectives
ACTIVITIES ADAPTED FOR NURSERY AND RECEPTION

CURRICULUM LINKS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Invite an older member of the community to join the class to talk about their life and about 
what has changed in the local area since they were younger. 

They might share where they shopped, what they ate, where they played. 

You could prepare questions with the class ahead of the visit.

Together: Create pictures or models of our local area. Make food that would have been 
eaten then but may not be so popular now.

Languages Literacy and Communication; Humanities; Expressive Arts.

Nursery
and

Reception


