
Lesson 9: What is Your Question?
AGE RANGE Primary 
TIME 1 – 2 hours
CURRICULUM LINKS
Years 1 to 6:
Areas of Learning and Experience: Languages, literacy and communication
Cross-curriculum responsibilities: Literacy
Nursery and Reception:
Areas of Learning and Experience: Languages, literacy and communication; Health and 
well-being; Mathematics and numeracy
Cross-curriculum responsibilities: Literacy and numeracy

INTRODUCTION
Since 1801, every 10 years, the nation has set aside one day for the census. The census
is a count of all people and households. The questions may be changed at each census in 
order to reflect the needs of the population at that time. Since the first census took place 
many more questions have been added. There were 56 questions in the 2011 Census. It is 
compulsory for every householder (the person who owns or rents the property) to complete
the census. 

LESSON OVERVIEW
In this lesson, children will consider some of the questions that are asked in the census 
and think about what questions they would like to ask. They will also consider the purpose 
of the census and why filling it in is important.

LEARNING INTENTIONS
To consider the questions in the census.
To write a persuasive text.

KEY VOCABULARY
Census, Insight, Persuasive

YOU WILL NEED
• Information about the questions in the 2011
 Census and previous censuses (see Useful
 Links table on the next page).

• Please also see the downloadable PDF
 charts 1 to 4 and the PowerPoint
 presentation slides (via www.letscount.org.uk),
 with a selection of questions from census
 years 1981, 1991, 2001 and 2011.
You can download this lesson plan, accompanying PDF charts and the PowerPoint 
presentation slides from the Let’s Count! website, www.letscount.org.uk.
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The 2011 Census Questions
webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20160105225826/http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-m
ethod/census/2011/how-our-census-works/how-we-took-the-2011-census/how-we-collecte
d-the-information/questionnaires--delivery--completion-and-return/index.html
The questions in the 1981, 1991, 2001 and 2011 Censuses:
census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/censuses/forms
The 2011 Census: Key Statistics for England and Wales
www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestim
ates/bulletins/2011censuskeystatisticsforenglandandwales/2012-12-11

USEFUL LINKS

1. Once children have learnt about the census and what the findings are used for, look
 at some of the questions asked in 2011 (please see the downloadable PowerPoint
 presentation slides and/or PDF chart 1).

2. Share a variety of questions from earlier censuses and discuss why these might have
 been different (please see the downloadable PowerPoint presentation slides and PDF
 Charts 2, 3 and 4). For example, in 1991 the census asked if the household had
 central heating.

3. Return to the purpose of the census and consider why certain questions are asked.
 Discuss what the information gathered in the census is used for. The census is used by
 central and local government, health authorities and many other organisations to target
 resources more effectively and to plan housing, education, health and transport services.

4. Working in teams, the children discuss the questions they would put in their own census.
 You could fill these out on the PowerPoint presentation slide or use the downloadable
 PDF chart 5.

5. Encourage them to discuss why they chose these questions and what they would do
 with the answers. For example, how they might use the information gathered from the
 answers to make government decisions about how to spend money.

6. In their team they prepare for and pitch their ideas to a Dragons’ Den style panel
 for feedback.

7. Create an advert (poster, press, video or radio) to encourage everyone locally to
 complete the census. You could publish these in your school newsletter or link with
 your local newspaper, radio or TV station!

What is Your Question?
ACTIVITIES

CURRICULUM LINKS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina 
for writing by writing for different purposes.

Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing and suggesting improvements.

Languages, literacy 
and communication 

(Years 1-2)

Languages, literacy 
and communication 

(Years 3-6)

Years
1- 6

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20160105225826/http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/how-our-census-works/how-we-took-the-2011-census/how-we-collected-the-information/questionnaires--delivery--completion-and-return/index.html
https://census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/censuses/forms
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/2011censuskeystatisticsforenglandandwales/2012-12-11#key-points)
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What is Your Question?
ACTIVITIES ADAPTED FOR YEAR 6

CURRICULUM LINKS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, 
selecting the appropriate form and using other similar 
writing as models for their own. Selecting appropriate 
grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning.

Children discuss what they would like to find out about their school or local area. Then 
plan questions they would put into their own census to find out this information. You 
could fill these out on the PowerPoint presentation slide or use the downloadable
PDF chart 5.

Children write a persuasive text to encourage 
people to complete the census. This might be 
a leaflet, a radio piece or a television advert.

Encourage the children to consider the 
audience and purpose for the writing, and how 
this might help them to make decisions about 
what information to include and how to 
structure the text.

Support the class to consider what tone the 
writing might have – will it be formal or 
informal, or might it shift between the two? 
What would the effect of this be?

Languages,
literacy and

communication 
(Year 6)

Year 6
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What is Your Question?
ACTIVITIES ADAPTED FOR NURSERY AND RECEPTION

CURRICULUM LINKS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Languages, literacy and communication; Health and well-being; Mathematics 
and numeracy.

Following on from Survey of the Day (lesson 3) children 
practise asking questions of each other. Model asking 
the question and using question words. With the children, 
create sentence stems for answering the questions. You 
might record these for a working wall or the writing table.

Together come up with a question to ask each other 
today and then share answers at the end of the day (e.g. 
what is your favourite toy?). Count up and compare the 
answers if they fall into similar categories.
(Please also see the PowerPoint presentation slides.)

Nursery
and

Reception



What is Your Question? Chart 1
Selected questions from

Census 2011

How many people usually live in your home?

How good is your health?
■ Very good. 
■ Good. 
■ Fair. 
■ Bad. 
■ Very bad.

What passports do you hold?

Are all the rooms in your home (including kitchen, bathroom 
and toilet) behind a door that only your home can use?
■ Yes.
■ No.

What type of heating does your home have?
■ No central heating.
■ Gas.
■ Electric.
■ Oil.
■ Solid fuel (wood, coal).
■ Other central heating.

How do you travel to work?
■ Underground, metro, light rail, tram.
■ Train.
■ Bus, minibus or coach.
■ Taxi.
■ Motorcycle, scooter or moped.
■ Driving a car or van.
■ Passenger in a car or van.
■ Bicycle. 
■ On foot.
■ Work mainly at home.
■ Other.



What is Your Question?: Chart 2
Selected questions about central

heating from census years
1981, 1991, 2001 and 2011

1981

1991

2001

2011

(No question about central heating).

Does your home have central heating in living 
rooms and bedrooms?

 Yes. Some, but not all, living rooms and bedrooms
 are centrally heated.

 No. No living rooms nor bedrooms are centrally
 heated. 

Does your home have central heating?
 Yes, in some or all rooms.
 No.

What type of heating does your home have?
 No central heating.
 Gas.
 Electric.
 Oil.
 Solid fuel (wood, coal).
 Other central heating.



What is Your Question?: Chart 3
Selected questions about people‛s

journeys to work from census
years 1981, 1991,
2001 and 2011

 Car or van – passenger.
 Car or van pool – pool,

 sharing driving.
 Pedal cycle.
 On foot.

 Passenger in a car or van.
 Pedal cycle.
 On foot.
 Other.

How do you travel to work?
 Work mainly at home.
 Underground, metro,

 light rail, tram.
 Train.
 Bus, minibus or coach.
 Taxi.
 Motorcycle, scooter or moped.

1981

1991

2001

2011

How do you travel to work?
 British Rail train.
 Underground, tube, metro, etc.
 Bus, minibus or coach.
 Motorcycle, scooter, moped.
 Car or van – driver.

How do you travel to work?
 British Rail train.
 Underground, tube, metro.
 Bus, minibus or coach.
 Motorcycle, scooter, moped.
 Driving a car or van.

How do you travel to work?
 Work mainly at home.
 Underground, metro,

 light rail, tram.
 Train.
 Bus, minibus or coach.
 Motorcycle, scooter, moped.

 Driving a car or van.
 Passenger in a car or van.
 Taxi.
 Bicycle.
 On foot.
 Other.

 Driving a car or van.
 Passenger in a car or van.
 Bicycle. 
 On foot.
 Other.



What is Your Question?: Chart 4
Selected questions about toilets

from census years 1981,
1991, 2001 and 2011

Does your home have a flush toilet with entrance 
inside the building?

 Yes, for use by our home only.
 Yes, sharing with another home.
 No inside flush toilet.

1981

1991 Does your home have a flush toilet with an 
entrance inside the building?

 Yes, for use by our home only.
 Yes, sharing with another home.
 No. Flush toilet with outside entrance only.
 No. No flush toilet indoors or outdoors.

2001 Do you have a bath/shower and toilet for use only 
by your home?

 Yes. 
 No.

2011 Is your home‛s accommodation self-contained?
This means that all the rooms, including the kitchen, 
bathroom and toilet, are behind a door that only 
this household can use. 

 Yes, all the rooms are behind a door that only
 this home can use.

 No.



What is Your Question?: Chart 5
Children‛s questions

1981

1991

2001

2011




